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editor’s message

W

elcome to the fall issue. I
hope everyone had a safe
and enjoyable summer. First, I
would like to congratulate my friend, Brendan
Corrigan, on his promotion to Lieutenant.
Brendan was the first person I met with
when we first started putting together this
publication. I would like to thank the guys
at E-253 & L-153 for welcoming me into their
house, so I could clean up after I ran the Tough
Mudder. If it wasn’t for them, I would have never been able to attend
the Captain James Corrigan Fundraiser that day. I also want to thank
all the houses who invited me to sit down and eat with them. I learned
this summer that the best places to eat in New York City is in an FDNY
firehouse.
Our tattoo contest winner is FF Brian McManus L-153. FF McManus will
be getting a tattoo in remembrance of his late daughter Ava. In addition,
we are also giving a tattoo to Lt. Dave Turner E-38 for his retirement.
Lt. Turner did not win our contest, but we decided as a retirement gift
we are giving Lt. Turner a tattoo to commemorate his career and to
remember those he worked with as a firefighter.
In this issue, we remember FF Daniel Pujdak L-146. From his brother
Dave, we catch a glimpse of Daniel’s life and learned who he was as a
brother, son, man and a New York City firefighter. We also remember
Father Mychal Judge who was lost on 9/11 alongside the men he loved.
In a farewell interview, we have Lt. Dave Turner. He leaves a lasting
impression as he bids farewell to all his friends of the FDNY to start
a new chapter in his life. We heard from the Florida retirees and the
founder of the FDNY Martin/St. Lucie Florida division founder Richard
Kirrsetter L-33 Ret... Rich, along with Bobby Checco L-110 Ret., shared
some of their current photos and some photos from the “War Years.”
We also learn about 911day.org and the ”I Will” campaign from Jay
Winuk. As a day of observance, this annual campaign pays tribute to
the memory of all those lost on 9/11 by honoring them with charitable
service and good deeds.
In November, The Beach House, E-268 & L-137, celebrated their 100th
anniversary. A special thanks to Dawn Turizo for her article which gives
an inside look at what our spouses, children, siblings, and parents, of
not only fireman, but cops, EMS, and our military personnel go through
when we walk out the door for our tour of duty. Also, I must thank
Amanda Floyd from Amanda Marie Artistry for this issue’s amazing cover
photo. Once again, a big thank you to Kyra Neeley for going to events
and allowing me to use her photos of these events.
Merry Christmas to all and have a happy and safe holiday season.

Bobby Picioccio
Editor-in-Chief
Managing Director
nyfirefightersnow@gmail.com
www.nyfirefightersnow.com
973-493-4348

A SPECIAL WELCOME
As the readers of this month’s issue will see,
we have included some new organizations
to the pages of our publication, but contain
familiar names to everyone in our area.
On behalf of my Senior Advisor Tom Brock
and everyone at Envisage Productions I
would like to welcome the Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers
Foundation, the FDNY Family Transport Foundation and
the 911day.org into our family of publications. Your work
is inspirational, and we are honored to have you join us
and become part of NY Firefighters Now magazine and
Envisage Productions. You will always be welcomed in all
of our future publications.
For those of you who are not familiar with these
organizations, I encourage you to read about them in
this issue and then visit their websites to see firsthand
the incredible work and their continued commitments as
they assist firefighters and their families along with other
organizations like the Wounded Warriors and Hurricane
Sandy Relief Fund, just to name a few. This is all being done
while always remembering and honoring all of the victims
and heroes of September 11, 2001.
WE WILL NEVER FORGET.
Best Wishes,

Daniel Del Valle
CEO Envisage Productions
Owner, NY Firefighters Magazine

If you’d like to receive this
magazine free by mail…
please go to our website at

www.nyfirefightersnow.com

Diverse Uncensored Opinionated

ddvradio.com
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foundations
FDNY

Tunnel to TowerWalk
September 29, 2013

Stephen’s Story:
The legacy began on September 11,
2001. Father of five and member of the
New York City Fire Department, Stephen
Siller was on his way to meet his three
brothers to play golf. When he heard on
his scanner what had happened at the
World Trade Center, Stephen strapped on
60 lbs. of firefighter gear, rushed on foot
through gridlocked traffic and ran from
the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel to the World
Trade Center site. Stephen was last seen
with his brothers of Squad 1.
Stephen was a loving husband and
father. He was also a dedicated fireman,
devoted brother, loyal friend and
committed neighbor. His life brought
great light to those around him.

About the Foundation:
Stephen’s
loved
ones
organized
the Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers
Foundation in his memory. The
organization helped establish the
Tunnel to Towers Run, a living, breathing
tribute to all that died on 9/11 and to
those who serve in the line of duty to
protect our country. Participants of the
Tunnel To Towers Run retrace the final,
heroic footsteps of Stephen Siller from
the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel to the
World Trade Center site.
What began as a runner-led memorial
for Stephen, eventually evolved into
ensuring that honor and service is
provided to the brave men and women
serving in Afghanistan and Iraq, as well
as our courageous first responders who
serve domestically each and every day.

All Images courtesy of the Siller Family, www.tunnel2towers.org

All Images by Kyra Neeley, www.justkyra.com
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Fire Safety
Heating Fire Safety:

Wood Stoves, Space Heaters and Fireplaces
Focus on Fire Safety

Portable Heater Fire Statistics

Wood Stoves

• An estimated 900 portable heater fires in residential buildings are
reported to U.S. fire departments each year and cause 70 deaths,
150 injuries and $53 million in property loss.
• Only 2 percent of heating fires in homes involve portable heaters,
however, portable heaters are involved in 45 percent of all fatal
home heating fires.
• Portable heater fires in homes peak in January (26 percent).
• 52 percent of home portable heater fires occur because they are
too close to items that can burn.
• 38 percent of home portable heater fires originate in bedrooms.
In these fires, bedding, such as blankets, sheets and comforters, is
the leading item first ignited by portable heaters at 25 percent.

Wood stoves cause over 4,000 residential fires every year.
Carefully follow the manufacturer’s installation and maintenance
instructions. Look for solid construction, such as plate steel or cast
iron metal. Check for cracks and inspect legs, hinges and door seals
for smooth joints and seams. Use only seasoned wood for fuel, not
green wood, artificial logs, or trash. In pellet stoves, burn only dry,
seasoned wood pellets. Inspect and clean your pipes and chimneys
annually and check monthly for damage or obstructions.

Portable Heater
Fire Safety
An estimated 900 portable
heater fires in homes are
reported to U.S. fire departments each year and cause
an estimated 70 deaths,
150 injuries and $53 million
in property loss.
Only 2 percent of heating
fires in homes involved
portable heaters; however,
portable heaters were
involved in 45 percent of all
fatal heating fires in homes.

You can prevent a portable heater fire in your home
this winter by following a few fire safety steps:

Label of a recogniz
ed testing laborator
y

• Turn heaters off when you go to bed or leave the room.
• Keep anything that can burn such as bedding, clothing and curtains at least three feet away.
• Only use portable heaters from a recognized testing laboratory and with an automatic
shut-off so that if they tip over, they shut off.
• Plug portable heaters directly into outlets and never into an extension cord or power strip.

For More Information:
www.usfa.fema.gov/
citizens/focus

Each year fire claims the lives of 3,500 Americans, injures 18,300,
and causes billions of dollars worth of damage. People living in
rural areas are more than twice as likely to die in a fire than those
living in mid-sized cities or suburban areas. The misuse of wood
stoves, portable space heaters and kerosene heaters are especially
common risks in rural areas.

Electric Space Heaters
Buy only heaters evaluated by a nationally recognized laboratory,
such as Underwriters Laboratories (UL). Check to make sure it has
a thermostat control mechanism, and will switch off automatically
if the heater falls over. Heaters are not dryers or tables; don’t dry
clothes or store objects on top of your heater. Plug space heaters
directly into wall outlets and never into an extension cord or power
strip. Always unplug your electric space heater when not in use.

Kerosene Heaters
Buy only heaters evaluated by a nationally recognized laboratory,
such as Underwriters Laboratories (UL), and check with your local
fire department on the legality of kerosene heater use in your
community. Never fill your heater with gasoline or camp stove
fuel; both flare-up easily. Only use crystal clear K-1 kerosene. When
refueling, allow the appliance to cool first and then refuel outside.
Never overfill any portable heater. Use the kerosene heater in a
well ventilated room.

Fireplaces
Fireplaces regularly build up creosote in their chimneys. They need
to be cleaned out frequently and chimneys should be inspected for
obstructions and cracks to prevent deadly chimney and roof fires.
Check to make sure the damper is open before starting any fire.
Never burn trash, paper or green wood in your fireplace. These
materials cause heavy creosote buildup and are difficult to control.
Use a screen heavy enough to stop rolling logs and big enough
to cover the entire opening of the fireplace to catch flying sparks.
Don’t wear loose-fitting clothes near any open flame. Make sure
the fire is completely out before leaving the house or going to
bed. Allow ashes to cool before disposing of them. Place ashes in
a tightly covered metal container and keep the ash container at
least 10 feet away from your home and any other nearby buildings.
Never empty the ash directly into a trash can. Douse and saturate
the ashes with water.
Finally, having a working smoke alarm dramatically increases your
chances of surviving a fire. And remember to practice a home
escape plan frequently with your family.

All heating equipment needs space. Keep anything that can burn
at least three feet away. Supervise children whenever a wood stove
or space heater is being used. Have a three-foot “kid-free” zone
around open fires and space heaters.
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the old days

Photos courtesy of Tom Merkel, Retired FDNY
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health & fitness

Heart Attacks:
Don’t Become Another Statistic
By Matt Brzycki

B

y far, the main cause of death among firefighters in the line
of duty is a heart attack. Typically, heart attacks account for
roughly half of all firefighter fatalities. For example, the
2002 Firefighter Fatality Retrospective Study noted that there were
1,085 line of duty firefighter deaths in the United States over an 11year period from January 1990 to December 2000. Of those deaths,
44 percent were attributed to heart attacks.
More recently, the U.S. Fire Administration noted that there were
83 line of duty firefighter deaths in 2011 and 58 percent of those
deaths were attributed to heart attacks. This statistic includes three
New Jersey firefighters, each of whom succumbed to a heart attack
in the line of duty.

What is a Heart Attack?
A heart attack – a.k.a. myocardial infarction – is a condition in
which the flow of blood to the heart is reduced to the point that
a part of the cardiac muscle is damaged and/or dies. The reduced
flow of blood is usually caused by coronary artery disease.
The most common symptom of a heart attack is persistent pain,
discomfort or pressure in the chest that lasts longer than about
three to five minutes, or it goes away and returns. The pain,
discomfort or pressure may radiate to the shoulder, arm, neck or
jaw. Other symptoms of a heart attack are trouble breathing, pale
or ashen skin, profuse sweating, fatigue, lightheadedness, nausea,
vomiting and loss of consciousness. Interestingly enough, some
heart attacks are considered “silent,” meaning that the individual
doesn’t exhibit any of the aforementioned symptoms.

A Closer Look
To better understand the different circumstances under which a
heart attack can occur it’s worth taking a closer look at the specifics
surrounding the line of duty deaths in 2011 of the three New Jersey
firefighters. (Adapted from Firefighter Fatalities in the United States in
2011; U.S. Fire Administration, July 2012.)
1. On May 31, Thomas Shields, age 42, a Second Assistant
Chief (volunteer) with the Flanders Fire Department, was
dispatched to a local school that reported an ill child.
After clearing the incident, he went to the station where
he complained that he was hot and had chest pain. Chief
Shields went home where he appeared pale and continued
to complain about chest pain. He was transported to the
hospital and died later that day.
2. On October 3, Andrew Boyt, age 45, a Lieutenant (career)
with the Cape May Fire Department, was dispatched to a
local hotel where a fire alarm was activated. At the scene, he
donned full protective clothing and searched all three floors
of the building. No fire was found and the alarm panel was
reset. He returned to the station and was later dispatched
to a private residence where a fire alarm was activated. No

10
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one was home and all entrances and windows were locked.
Lieutenant Boyt raised an extension ladder to the second
floor and climbed it to look for an open window, repeating
this at least three times. A key holder arrived and allowed
access to the interior of the house. No fire was found, but
Lieutenant Boyt used a step ladder to replace a smoke
detector. He left the station at the end of his 24-hour shift.
Later, Lieutenant Boyt was found slumped over the wheel of
his car. He was transported to the hospital and didn’t recover.
3. On November 16, Jonathan Young, age 49, a Fire Captain
(volunteer) with the Roselle Fire Department, was dispatched
to a fire incident. As Captain Young drove his personal
vehicle to the station in response to the call, he suffered a
heart attack. His vehicle crashed into a fence and a tree. He
was transported to the hospital, but was pronounced dead
shortly thereafter.

Why the High Risk for Firefighters?
As noted in the introduction, a heart attack is the main cause of death
among firefighters while they are on duty. In fact, firefighters are at
a higher risk of suffering a heart attack while on duty than any other
occupation that involves a significant amount of physical exertion.
For the most part, the nature of the job is what contributes to the
higher risk factor. Think about it: In response to an emergency, a
firefighter can go from a state of deep sleep to a state of high
alert in a matter of minutes. Furthermore, after arriving at the
scene, a firefighter may be required to carry heavy equipment in
a dangerous and hostile environment, surrounded by intense heat,
while wearing 50 pounds or more of protective clothing.
Another reason that has been cited is shift work, which makes it more
difficult for firefighters to adopt and sustain healthy habits. Finally,
relatively few fire departments have a mandatory fitness program
and/or fitness testing. As a result, many firefighters have little or no
incentive to maintain an acceptable level of physical readiness.

An Ounce of Prevention
There are a number of factors that can contribute to the risk of a
heart attack and cardiovascular disease. Some risk factors can’t be
modified. This includes: age (older individuals are at a higher risk
than younger individuals), gender (men have a higher risk factor
than women) and heredity (people with a history of heart attacks
in their family are at a higher risk).
On the other hand, some risk factors can be modified. This includes:
diabetes, high cholesterol, hypertension (high blood pressure),
overweight/obesity, physical inactivity and smoking.
Two ways to modify these risk factors are through exercise and
diet. (Here, and in the discussion that follows, the term “diet”
simply refers to a normal food intake, not a specialized regimen
of eating.)
To Advertise Call: 201.881.5100

Exercising on a regular basis strengthens the heart and has a
protective effect against heart disease. Additionally, exercise helps to
lower the blood pressure and improves cholesterol levels. Exercising
also uses calories, which is a key aspect of addressing overweight/
obesity (this impacts as many as 88 percent of all firefighters). A
comprehensive program of exercise includes: flexibility training,
aerobic training, anaerobic training and strength training.
Eating a well-balanced diet plays a crucial part in the capacity to
perform at optimal levels, as well as assisting in the improvement of
strength and fitness. Eating foods that are low in fat – particularly
saturated fat and trans fat – and cholesterol can reduce the risk of
heart disease. Also, eating foods that are low in sugar is an effective
measure against the development of diabetes. Moreover, eating
foods that are low in sodium helps to decrease blood pressure.
Bottom line: You can reduce your risk of a heart attack while on
duty – and off duty – by exercising regularly and eating wisely.
Matt Brzycki is the Assistant Director of Campus Recreation and Fitness
at Princeton University in Princeton, New Jersey. A former Marine Drill
Instructor, he has authored, co-authored and edited 17 books, including
his latest, the fourth edition of ‘A Practical Approach to Strength Training.’

Advertise with us…
It doesn’t cost…
It pays.
201.881.5100
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interview

Lt. Dave
turner E-38

Farewell Interview
By Robert PIcioccio

L

&
QA

t. Dave Turner started his career as a police officer with the
NYPD at the age of 20. Six years later in 1993, he joined the
FDNY. His fire career started off at E54-L4 in Midtown where
he served from 1993 to 2007, when he was promoted to the rank
of Lieutenant. In 2010, Lt. Turner was officially assigned to E38 for
the remainder of his career.

NY Firefighter Magazine: What made you decide to
switch careers from law enforcement to firefighting?
Lt. Dave Turner: It was a tough decision. When I was little, I wanted
to be a cop or a fireman. My brother was a cop, so I took all the
tests. I got called for the police department, and I went in to the
academy three months after I turned 20. After doing that for a
couple of years, it was real rough. It was during the 80’s when the
crack epidemic came about and homicides were up. It was a really
tough time. So when the fire department call came, after I did 5
years, it was a no brainer. I just switched careers, and it was the best
move I ever made in my life.

How did the job change over the years?
Right when I got on, I was probably one of the last classes before
bunker gear. When I was a rookie, we still had the ¾ turnout coats
and pull up boots. Within a year or two, that’s when bunker gear
started coming out. Right away, burns went down, but it was new
to the department and there was some controversy over it. Pros
and cons like you can go further into the fire, but you can’t feel the
heat and that was your indicator on how far you can go in. Now
you have guys going deeper into the fire. But once the guys saw
the benefits of bunker gear, they realized it was a good choice.
Now, we have thermal imaging cameras which were the size of
a suitcase is now a tiny handheld. As far as building construction,
we were taught as things changed from door type construction
on store fronts were single pane and easy to break. Now they are
double insulated and stronger and other material that made it
harder to vent windows and stuff.

Did you have any special assignments?
I was assigned to the Incident Management Team since 2007.
That’s a team that gets deployed for any type of mass emergency,
woodland fires, when Hurricane Sandy hit they managed the
whole incident in New York City. What they basically do is manage
resources, do planning, logistics, and manage it effectively and
efficiently.

12
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What do you love most about the job?
That every day there is something different. You never know what
the next 24 hours would bring. One of the greatest things is you
would go into work, and you are working with 10 to 15 of your
closest friends that you’re going to be eating with and you know
you’re going to have a good time being with your second family.
There was always some type of excitement going on, either a fire
or some type of emergency that could be a life-saving event.

What are you going to miss about the job?
Exactly the same thing. I’m going to miss the atmosphere of the
firehouse, the time at the firehouse. It’s something you look
forward to. You’re at home and you’re looking forward to going
to work, seeing the guys and getting back with the second family
for a while, and that’s what I’m going to miss.

Are there any people who may have had an influence on
your career?
I would say the officers of the house I was assigned to after Probie
School. Not every house has Battalion Chiefs in them. The firehouse
I was at did, the 9th Battalion. When I was there, all the Chiefs there
were really good Chiefs. A few of them were the ones that got me
in the Incident Management Team. They were very knowledgeable,
and the training was great, and they gave good advice.

Is the atmosphere different between officers and
firemen?
No, it really isn’t. The exception is in the police department you
really didn’t intermingle. Like the Sergeants didn’t socialize with
the officers. In the fire department, I can be hanging out with a
Captain, a Battalion Chief at a function and socialize with them as
firemen and talk with them. Pretty much all the officers I’ve come
across are still firemen. Even though they may have a cluster leaf
on their shirt, they’re still firemen and talk like firemen. You give
them the respect of the rank but you still talk to them like firemen.
That’s what was great about it. When you’re out together, you’re
all at the same level.

What are some of your most memorable moments on
the job?
Obviously 9/11 is the most memorable moment. I think anyone on the
job then can tell you exactly where they were and what they were

To Advertise Call: 201.881.5100

Dave is pictured in center, in light blue shirt

they all left. It was all cliché. They were like “Hey
Lou, you coming with us?” and I’m not. I wasn’t
working. It was a weird feeling after they pulled
out, standing there by myself. I just went back in
the kitchen and cleaned up for them, then I left
and went home because they were there for a
couple of hours. While I was there, I wrote them
a letter and stuck it on the kitchen door saying
when you’re assigned to a firehouse for a long
time, like when I was at E-54 L4, it’s so hard to find
that same feeling in another house. When you get
promoted, you get uprooted and sent to another
firehouse where you have to get accepted, and
they test you and you’ll know if they like you
and you like them. That’s what makes it a great
institution that you can do that and it works out
great. I went to a great firehouse with a great
bunch of guys. I was lucky to have them accept
me and to bring me into their house and make me
one of their own.

doing when that happened. It shadows over any other job that you
were at. There were other jobs but nothing as memorable as 9/11.

Were you working on 9/11?
I got off the night before. I got home Monday night and ended up
going down Tuesday morning [to the Trade Center Site].

Is there any advice you can give new firefighters coming
on the job now?
Stay in the books, stay current, drill, and don’t be just on the job,
be in the job. Know your equipment, know your tools, think safety,
and have a safe career and have fun doing it.

What do you want to say to all the guys you worked
with over the years who are still on the job?
I went down there Monday to have a last meal with them, and it
was kind of ironic because after the meal we were all sitting and
talking for an hour and around 11 o’clock, an alarm comes in and

If you would like to submit
stories, pictures, or suggestions
		 send us an email at:

Now that you’re retired, what do you plan
on doing?
I have a few things. I have a business, a window
cleaning and power washing company. I’ll be doing that for a short
time because I put my house up on the market, and I’m going to
be moving down to South Carolina to take advantage of the nice
weather down there. No more snow shoveling.

Is there anything you would like to add?
Retiring is probably one of the hardest decisions I had to make.
There are not many jobs out there where people actually look
forward to going to work. That’s what’s great about it. You enjoy
work, and it’s hard to hang it up when it’s time. It wasn’t a decision
I was looking forward to but one I had to make. I’m going to miss
it tremendously.
I met with Lt. Turner on September 27, 2013, to conduct this
interview. This was the day after his official retirement. We at NYFF
wish nothing but the best for you and your family. Lieutenant,
enjoy your retirement; you earned it.

If you’d like to receive this
magazine free by mail…
please go to our website

nyfirefightersnow@gmail.com

www.nyfirefightersnow.com
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retirees
HISTORY OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
NEW YORK RETIREES

MARTIN/ST. LUCIE DIVISION-FLORIDA
Richard Kirrstetter, Retired Ladder 33, who was Vice President of
the Fire Department New York Retirees, Broward Division – Florida
in 1991 through 1993, moved to Hope Sound, Martin County,
Florida in 1994. At that time, Richard found that the closest Retired
Divisions were in Palm Beach County to the south and Vero Beach
to the north. So he decided to try to form a group for Martin and
St. Lucie counties. Speaking with two other retirees that he knew
in the area, Jack Creeden, Retired Engine 73 and Dick McCormak,
Retired Ladder 33, he found they were also interested and thought
it would be a good idea to form a group. That led Richard to
run an ad in a local newspaper asking if there were any Retired
New York City Firefighters that would be interested in starting a
Retirees Group for Martin and St. Lucie counties. The response was
encouraging with 8 brothers responding to the ad.
The first meeting was held in October 1995 at the home of Richard
and Gail Kirrsetter in Hope Sound, with 8 brothers attending
the meeting. They were Richard Kirrstetter, John Carino, Dick
McCormak, Jack Creeden, Joe Pecorano, Jack Flanagan, Bill Walsh,
and Bill Kelly. Business that was discussed was how to set-up a new
organization and what subjects to concentrate on, such as health
benefits, social activities, ect. These members now considered the
founding members of the Fire Department of the City of New York,
Retirees, Martin/St. Lucie Division – Florida.
The next meeting was held in November 1995 at the home of Joe
Pecorano. The group had now grown to 10 brothers attending the
meeting. Business discussed was furthering of the organization,
newsletter to be printed, and a Christmas party planned for
December.
The next meeting was held in December of 1995 with 14 brothers
in attendance at the home of Jack Flanagan. We could see that the
organization was growing. The Christmas party was discussed and
quickly put together. The Christmas party was held at Jolly Sailor
Restaurant in downtown Stuart and was a success. It brought in
other members and their wives.

Jack Flanagan was instrumental in obtaining a meeting hall for our
future meetings. He made arrangements with the V.F.W. in Jensen
Beach and from January 1996 to the present time, the group has
met there for its monthly Board Meetings and monthly General
Meetings.
The January 1996 General Meeting was held for the first time at
the V.F.W. hall and the Officers elected were:
Richard Kirrsetter, L 33 – President
Kenneth Sunshine BN 31 – First Vice President
Jack Flanagan E 41 – Second Vice President
Billy Kelly L 26 – Recording Secretary
Dick McCormak L 33 – Sunshine Chairman
Joe Pecoraro E 69 – Breakfast Chairman
At that point, our membership had grown to 24. Our first annual
picnic was held April 5th, 1996, at the Jensen Beach Causeway. It
was a great success, with over 35 brothers attending with their
better halves, and fun was had by all.
By this time, we were well on our way to growing. We began
attending functions as a group, such as walking a picket line
in uniform with our banner, showing our New York City Fire
Department affiliation with the IAFF, in Estero, Florida. We did
this in support of 11 firefighters who were laid off in Estero and
replaced by a private Wackenhut company. I believe our presence
was instrumental in these firefighters being rehired.
The organization is alive and well and still growing, with monthly
meetings and many other activities planned throughout the year.
It is informational as well as social organization. The organization
has set-up a website at www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com. This was
done through the outstanding efforts of Lewis McDonald, son
of our former president. He donated great amounts of time and
knowledge in setting up this site. A tip-o-the-helmet to you, Lewis.
We invite retirees and active brother firefighters to visit our website.
Richard Kirrsetter
President Emeritus and Historian

The War Years
During the “War Years” 1974 era, Ladder 33 was number 1 in the
city in workers. Engine 75 was slowly starting to creep up into the
top 25. The pictures depict a 3rd alarm at Davidson and Tremont
Avenues. This was one of our busiest boxes. This fire was in an
H-type building with fire on the top floor and through the roof on
arrival. The first picture depicts me with a brother from 56 Truck; we
were on our way to the roof. The next picture shows us advancing
to the fire to cut a hole to vent. As you can see, the brother from

56 Truck left his turnout coat in the bucket. He had to return to
the bucket to retrieve his coat, leaving me to cut the hole, pictured
with me bent over cutting the roof with the K12 saw with the fire
venting and blowing out of the roof. The last picture is the same
fire, still overhauling and using the old-fashioned method of the ax
to open up other areas of fire. These pictures depict how it was in
those days and how the Bronx was truly burning.

All 4 pictures were taken by Billy Wilson, retired and deceased from NYPD.
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special event

JET BLUE HONoRS

The FDNY

On October 23, 2013, Jet Blue Airlines unveiled a newly painted
Airbus 320. Painted red, with the FDNY patch on the tail, is to
honor the FDNY Foundation. It also shows support for the men and
women of the FDNY, the Firefighters, Paramedics, and EMTs. Jet

Blue says “it will support the FDNY Foundation in its mission to raise
awareness and promote fire safety and professional development,
training, and education for members of the FDNY.”
All photos taken by Kyra Neeley

16

NY Firefighters Now | Fall 2013

To Advertise Call: 201.881.5100

Tri-State
Health & Wellness Medical Center

• Family Medicine
• Pain Management
• Massage Therapy
• Osteopathic Medicine
• Dermatology
• Weight Management
& Metabolic Disorder
• Anti-Aging & Preventive
Medicine
• Hormone Replacement Therapy

Visit our Website at:

www.Tristate-Health.com

• Vitamin Shots to Boost your
Metabolism and increase
your energy level
 esting for Heavy Metal
T
Toxicity
• Testing for Hormone
& Vitamin Deficiency
• Create Food Sensitivity Profile
• Extensive Allergy Testing

Children Specialties
• Physicals
• Immunization
• Acne Treatment
• Childhood Asthma
• Scoliosis in Children

d of
Frien ters
gh
Firefi

15 minutes from Rockland County and Manhattan, 30 minutes from Staten Island

201-791-7771

973-707-5760

31-00 Broadway
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410

554 Bloomfield Ave.
Suite #301, 3rd fl,
Bloomfield, NJ 07003

Most Insurance Accepted

Dr. Aleksander Martirosov D.O.
Family Medicine,
Addiction Medicine,
Anti-Aging Medicine,
Osteopathic Medicine
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cover story

A Year After
Hurricane Sandy,

A First Responder’s Wife Reflects
By Dawn Turzio

A Fireman’s wife relives her ordeal- and what it taught
her about faith, love & gratitude.

Because of the concern in his voice, I vow to go straight home and
lock the door.

Batteries line the kitchen counter next to several flashlights. Behind
them, a series of candles, some placed in holders, others bare on
the granite. My husband, Jim, places matchbooks in my hand in an
act of love, instructing me to use them sparingly over the next 24
hours that he’ll be gone, then kisses my forehead and makes his
way out the front door.

Jim is a rescue fireman; his special skills and training qualify him to
respond to extreme situations. In 2009, he was involved in the relief
effort for the US Airways flight 1549 crash into the Hudson River,
in a fireboat wearing a scuba diving suit along with other trained
FDNY personnel and the NYPD ESU unit, assuring passengers
reached safety. The truth is, I’m as worried about him as I am for
my daughter and myself. But knowing he’s saving others reassures
me. Somewhat.

I look at the arsenal of supplies scattered about the room, then
peer out the window, the October sky relatively calm minus a
couple of gray clouds passing above. I watch as my husband drives
away to a firehouse that isn’t the one he normally works in, but to
another that he’s going to utilize with other rescue crew trained
for extreme situations. A severe storm is on its way, but none of us
have any idea what Hurricane Sandy has in store for us.
After the taillights of his old pick-up truck disappear into the world,
my heart starts to palpitate. With eyelids clenched, I force myself
to concentrate on inhaling and exhaling steadily, a breathing
technique acquired from my shrink. My husband is a first responder
to our community, and I have to be the first responder in our home,
to our daughter.
When composed, I turn to my one-year-old daughter and rearrange
the Cheerios on her tray. She looks up, her doe eyes unblinking, and
says, “Tank you, Mommy.” She’s pretty sophisticated for a toddler,
and I’m very lucky. But I’ve always been a skeptic with luck: it’s
usually short-lived, the end of it lurking right from the start.
I change the television program from Sesame Street to the news
to see what our future holds. The anchorman spews information
about the hurricane that’s fast approaching, saying that the area
of New York City in which I live, Staten Island, will be hit hard. We
would later find out that Hurricane Sandy would take about 24
lives on Staten Island, accounting for more than half of NYC’s death
toll from the storm.
I glimpse again out of the casement, but it still reveals an average
day. I jam a finger down on the remote control, shutting off the
television, recalling how overly dramatic the forecast was with
Hurricane Irene the year before. For some time, I’ve blamed the
media for my anxiety.
I put sneakers and a coat on my daughter, and then myself, and
head outside for a walk sans umbrella. Along the park path behind
our house, we stop to pick up rocks, twigs, pinecones and hollow
acorn shells, stuffing our pockets with nature’s treasures. During
the stroll I dial Jim and joke about how “dangerous” it is outside,
squawking “Auntie Emme!” into the phone as a light breeze
tickles at my cheeks. He chuckles, but asks if I’m close to the house.
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Back home on Staten Island, the day’s activities continue as usual.
Rain begins to clank against the sills of the windows. I turn the
news on once more to see what soap opera is unfolding in the
world, when images of big waves crashing onto the shores of New
Jersey flash across the screen; it appears as if Atlantic City is being
washed away.
To distract my jittered nerves, I bounce my daughter on my lap as I
continue to watch. The meteorologist says that the worst is yet to
come at around nine o’clock in the evening, when the full moon’s
gravitational pull will have an overwhelming affect on an already
high tide. He’s talking science, a language I understand from my
days as an elementary school teacher. That’s when my stomach
starts to flip.
It’s about seven o’clock. I close the blinds and draw the curtains, part
of the nighttime routine of putting my daughter to bed. The wind,
which has gone from an occasional gust to a constant howl, has me
worried that there isn’t any tape on the windows to protect them
from shattering. I call Jim for advice, despite his earlier declaration
that duct-taping glass doesn’t prevent it from breaking. But there’s
no answer, leaving me to my own devices. I push the baby’s crib to
the far corner of her bedroom, away from anything breakable, and
set up camp on the other side of her door.
I sit in the hallway as the beams of the house start to rattle and
shake. There is no doubt in my mind now that we are officially
experiencing a hurricane; the weather report was correct. Beads of
sweat form at my temples as I hawk-eye the baby monitor. She is
sound asleep and, thankfully, the windows are holding up.
I lie back on my pillow when a crackling sound pierces the air, and
then all of the power goes out. I crouch down and frantically graze
the floor with both hands, feeling for my cell phone. I scoop it up
and call Jim. He answers and, through the static, asks if I’m all right.
I tell him we’re okay, and he says to continue hunkering down, that
he loves me, and then he hangs up. I still hold the phone to my ear,
even after the conversation ends, half of my brain wanting to kick
into full-on panic mode. But the other half, the more rational side,
keeps me grounded.
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I review everything that Jim has taught me to do if power goes out:
don’t open the refrigerator so it will remain cold for longer (like a
giant cooler), only use your cell phone in emergencies (to preserve
the battery life), keep the littlest flashlight lit for regular usage in
order to conserve the powerful, bigger sources of light, and always
utilize candles as a last resort because you don’t want to create
a fire hazard in already hazardous conditions. Somehow Jim, an
emergency service provider to the community, is able to provide
aide to his family even when he’s not there in the physical form.

Then I start thinking, with the unruffled weather being as it was
earlier, would I have evacuated if I lived by the shoreline? Probably
not, but Jim would have made us.
The sound of the baby’s cry prompts my eyelids open. Daylight is
now trickling in through the blinds revealing a new morning. I hop
to my feet and retrieve my child from her crib. With her in my arms,
we walk the perimeter of the house, and fortunately, the structure
appears fairly untouched. Some trees are down across the street
and debris litters the roads, but
overall the neighborhood survived.

The hour hand crawls around my
wristwatch as things crash outside. I
As we are about to go back inside,
try not to think of my friends whose
As the spouse of a firefighter,
Jim’s truck pulls into the driveway.
husbands are home with their
Our daughter greets him with a
family members, but I can’t help it.
boisterous hello! as his eyes meet
Despite the efforts, my breathing
mine in sadness. I instinctively
becomes erratic. Something scrapes
one of my main duties
know he has seen death, and I can
against the house and bangs out in
only imagine what else he’s been
the distance. I’m certain it’s the old
exposed to. But I won’t dare press
roof of my neighbor’s house, ripped
is to keep curiosity at bay.”
him for stories. As the spouse of a
off by the fierce winds. I begin
firefighter, one of my main duties is
visualizing people’s lawn furniture
to keep curiosity at bay.
blowing down the street like
tumbleweed. I shut my eyes and pray that the swaying traffic lights
won’t tear down the poles and electrical wires connected to them. Jim, not normally one for public displays of affection, takes the
baby into his arms and then motions for a group huddle. There on
At about midnight, as the storm rages on, I send Jim a text message. the sidewalk, beneath a few dissipating clouds, we are reunited. I
I don’t know if my service is working but I do know that he is out rest my head on his chest, sighing with relief into his shirt, before
somewhere on this island, swimming in the swells and saving glancing up at the sky and thanking it for such a privilege. Showing
people who didn’t evacuate. Regardless, he needs to know that gratitude to the cosmos is something I do after he returns from
his daughter is all right. Curled up on the hardwood floor, I lay catastrophe; one never knows when their luck may run out.
envisioning chaos similar to Hurricane Katrina and wonder what
Copyright 2013 – Dawn Turzio Originally published on www.
tomorrow will look like.
yourtango.com. More of Dawn Turzio’s writing, please visit www.
dawnturzio.com.

NY Firefighters Now is looking for people to
deliver our publications to both fire houses
and police departments throughout the state.
Perfect part-time job for your day off or for
your kid in college.

Know a business that may want to advertise
with us? Earn 20% commission on all referred
advertisers for as long as they run their ad.

For more information, email Bobby at
nyfirefightersnow@gmail.com
or call 973-493-4348
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beach house
E 268

L137

Celebrating 100 Years of Service

The Beach House

E

ngine Company 268 and Ladder Company 137 proudly serve
and protect “The Rockaways,” a beachfront community on
a peninsula surrounded by the waters of Jamaica Bay and
the Atlantic Ocean. Our quarters, or “The Beach House,” as we like
to call it, is located at 259 Beach 116th Street in Rockaway Park,
Queens… New York City.
Engine 268 was born first, organized in the former volunteer
quarters of Atlantic Engine 1 as Engine 168 at 111-02 Rockaway
Beach Blvd. on November 28th, 1905. They went into service
with an 1886 Clapp and Jones third size steam engine. E168 was
reorganized as E268 on January 1st, 1913.
Ladder 137 was organized on November 27th, 1913; and together
with E268, they moved into their new and present quarters. L137
entered service with a 1913 American La France 65-foot ladder
truck. Three years later, E268 received a Van Blerek tractor to be
installed on the American La France steam engine, which retired
all the horses!
Our response area includes single and multiple dwellings,
apartments, taxpayers, and overhead subways. L137 also has the
unique distinction of being a trained “surf rescue unit,” answering
the calls of boats in distress as well as bathers in the Rockaway surf
long after lifeguards have called it a day.
On June 15th, 1922, L137 and E268 operated at the “Arverne
Conflagration” that destroyed 141 homes.
On September 11th, 2001, terrorists attacked our city and murdered
343 members of the FDNY along with thousands of innocent
civilians at The World Trade Center. All members of this proud
department spent months and months after involved in the rescue
and recovery effort. Many firefighters and civilians who resided
in the Rockaways lost their lives at The Trade Center. Go to our
“Rockaway Heroes” link to learn the names of the firemen from
this town who made the supreme sacrifice on 9/11.
On November 12th, 2001, just two short months removed from
the nation’s worst tragedy, Rockaway was dealt another blow.
American Airlines Flight 587 crashed on the peninsula, killing all
260 aboard as well as five people on the ground. E268 and L137
were the first due units to arrive at the site. Both companies
received unit citations for their efforts on that day.
Two members of The Beach House have made the supreme sacrifice.
F.F. Bertrum Butler L137 which occurred on September 17th, 1941
and F.F. John Clarke E268, which occurred on June 2nd, 1973.
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E268 RIGS
received
11/28/1905
11/28/1905
06/09/1913
04/21/1913
09/18/1926
06/16/1936  	
09/15/1936
02/29/1954
04/11/1958
09/09/1960
05/08/1970
12/23/1971
07/13/1972
06/25/1981
03/15/1990
01/14/1993
11/07 2002

1886 Clapp and Jones 3rd size
1896 PJ Barrett 2nd size hose engine
1912 American La France with Van Blerec tractor
1913 Mack Boyd combo chemical hose wagon
1926 American La France 700 gpm
1936 Mack 1000 gpm
1936 walters hose wagon
1954 Ward LaFrance 750 gpm booster
1938 ahrens fox 1000 gpm hose wagon
1946 Ward LaFrance 750 gpm (hose wagon)
1965 Mack 1000 gpm (diesel) (closed cab)
1969 Mack 1000 gpm (diesel)
1972 Mack 1000 gpm (diesel) (rapid water)
1980 American LaFrance 1000 gpm (diesel)
1979 Mack 1000 gpm (diesel)
1993 Seagrave 1000 gpm
2002 Seagrave 1000 gpm

L137 RIGS
received
11/27/1913
10/20/1915
03 29/1926
03/01/1935
08/17/1941
04/12/1960
12/01/1966
02/15/1968
10/26/1972
09/23/1981
05/10/1988
06/16/1999

1913 American LaFrance 65ft
1915 Mack City Service 50ft
1926 Pierce Arrow City Service 50ft
1913 American LaFrance 75ft
1941 Seagrave 75ft
1955 FWD 75ft
1937 Seagrave 85ft
1963 Seagrave 100ft
1972 Seagrave rearmount 100ft
1980 Seagrave rearmount 100ft
1986 Seagrave rearmount 100ft
1999 Seagrave rearmount 100ft

L137 unit citations

March 17th, 1966
May 10th, 1984
March 10th, 1991
June 6th, 1993
August 11th, 1993
July 31, 1995
November 12, 2001

Box 8214
Box1390
Box 1379
Box 1457
Box 1380
Box 1480
Box 1398

90-16 Rockaway Beach Blvd.
122-10 Newport Avenue
165 & 169 Beach 115th Street
Rockaway Beach
149 Beach 118th Street
Beach 149th st. Riis Park
Newport Ave. & Beach 131st

E268 unit citations

May 10th, 1984
Box 1390 122-10 Newport Ave.
May 22nd, 1998
Box 1383 259 Beach 116th Street
November 12th, 2001Box 1398 Newport Ave & Beach 131st Street

Medal Winners
FF Joseph A Courtney L137
FF Conrad J. Rohe Jr. L137 	
FF Eugene Gentile L137

1950
1965
1999
To Advertise Call: 201.881.5100

Members will be
celebrating their 100
years of service
on November 21, 2013
at the
Belle Harbour Yacht Club,
126th street in
Rockaway NY.
Times are
11:00am and 1:30pm.
Tee shirts can be ordered
on their facebook page,
facebook.com/
fdnythebeachhouse
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Remembrance

Firefighter Daniel Pujdak
L-146
By David Pujdak

F

rom the time that we were young, we always remember
Danny being the most athletic and most competitive out
of the three Pujdak brothers (In order: Dave, Danny, and
Matt). His love for sports and fitness was always tackled with 100
percent energy and output. Danny was always an excellent baseball
player and certainly the best one in our family. In high school,
Danny played baseball for the St. Francis Preparatory baseball
team. During his time on the team, he was acknowledged for his
heart, spirit and ability. His coach remarked more than once that
he wished he had “more Danny’s” on his team. In college, Danny
got in to more general fitness, both as a result of the fact that he
was going to school to pursue a degree in sports kinesiology, and
the fact that many of his roommates and best friends in college
were football players. In fact, it was his strength one Christmas and
the fact that he had told Matt and me we couldn’t take him (and
the realization that it was true) that jump-started my own path in
to fitness, working out and finding a love for rock climbing. Matt
spent longer hours at the gym to be able to hold his own next
time Danny put up a fight. Danny also liked to buck the trend and
go it alone so as to be a rebel. I can distinctly remember that, as a
child, he would root for the Japanese team during the Little League
World Series just to be different and get a rise out of Matt and me.
It would drive us crazy more so because we knew he didn’t care
about the game, but rather that he was rooting for the underdog.
He always liked movies about the underdog such as the movie
“Rudy” and also “Rocky.” It may have been because having been
born premature and never having been the tallest nor biggest, he
always saw himself as the underdog, and he was able to fight back
despite the odds. He never backed down from a challenge.
As a child, Danny had always been leery of heights, but the fire
academy, helped him get over that fear because one day while he
was in the academy he called me up and told me he wanted to
go rock climbing with me. We started going out every other week
for an afternoon or a day midweek rock climbing at an outdoor
area in the Shawangunks outside of New Paltz (known to many as
the “Gunks”). He picked up the sport quickly, and it wasn’t long
before I started discussing taking him to the White Mountains in
New Hampshire or the Adirondacks for future climbing trips.
I can remember one time when I
took him out in particular. We were
climbing at the Gunks on a route
called “High Exposure” and he was
having a hard time committing to
a rock climbing move that involved
making a blind reach out onto
a face of rock over 100’ from the
ground and then swinging your
body out onto the face from a tight
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alcove. It’s a committing and mental move that gives many people
pause. He had only been out a few times and had excelled at
everything I had thrown his way, so I figured I would ratchet it up
a notch with something that would scare most, certainly the first
time. From the top of the cliff staring down 100’ or more and then
another 100+’ down to the ground, I could see his hand darting out
onto the rock face and then retreating into the alcove. Knowing
how competitive he was and how he’d always meet any challenge
presented to him, I yelled down that he shouldn’t be such a wimp
and that I thought he was a big bad firefighter. Sure enough, he
rose to the challenge, swung out onto the face and cruised up the
rock face with a big Danny grin. That smile was one of the things
Danny was known for. It was contagious and had a way of cutting
through any down feelings or doubt.
During the time leading up to and after Danny’s funeral, we kept
hearing his fellow firefighters refer to Danny as a “fireman’s
firefighter” and while I knew it was an honor to have it said, I never
fully realized the magnitude of this statement until a few years
later when I became a volunteer firefighter. Danny was known for
arriving to his shift up to 2 hours early and leaving late. He was
always asking the senior guys questions and constantly trying to
learn new skills. I remember him discussing that one of the guys
was going to teach him how to weld and remembered how excited
he was at the prospect of learning a new skill. Like with life, he put
over 100 percent into the fire department and his job. He’d give a
hand no matter how menial the job or task. He was a firefighter
through and through and a damn good one. He was the type of
firefighter that any firehouse would love to have. In fact, early on
in his firefighting career, when Danny had only been a few months
out of the academy, he was sent to another firehouse to cover
shifts. Soon after being sent over, Danny’s captain got a call from
the captain of the firehouse to which he had been sent, in which he
expressed his displeasure at being sent such a junior guy. Danny’s
captain told him that he should wait and see what he thought after
the shift and that he was an excellent firefighter. Sure enough at
the end of the shift, the same captain called again expressing how
impressed he was with Danny’s ability, energy and devotion to the
job. He stated that he didn’t want to send him back. As a volunteer
firefighter now, I understand what that statement means, and I
know that I’d love to have him
backing me up or leading me
into a fire any day.   He truly
was a professional firefighter
and espoused the calling to the
fullest. He tackled it, as he did
all things in life, with his heart
and with his head. It is a mark
of who he was and how he will
always be remembered.
To Advertise Call: 201.881.5100

“To have a
great adventure,
and survive,
requires good
judgement. Good
judgement comes
from experience.
Experience, of
course, is the result
of poor judgement.”
~Geoff Tabin

Firefighter Daniel F. Pujdak Scholarship Fund
Firefighter Daniel F. Pujdak’s life came to a tragic
end on June 21st, 2007, while battling a blaze in
Brooklyn.
At only 23 years old, Daniel was already
recognized as an individual with a committed
sense of duty, a willingness to serve, an
eagerness to learn and an openness to embrace
new experiences and adventures.
Inspired by the life of this once shy boy, we
established the Firefighter Daniel F. Pujdak

Scholarship Fund to bear witness to a life well
lived and as a model for all. Our mission is
to provide funding for growth opportunities
through education, experience and support so
that others may live life to the fullest. Donations
may be made through PayPal or mailed to:
E229 L146
75 Richardson St.
Brooklyn, NY 11211
email questions to: eng229lad146@gmail.com
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Remembrance

Opening Bell Ceremony
NYSE
September 11, 2013
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A registered 501(c)(3) not-for-profit
corporation dedicated to the well-being of
the fire department family; for recognition
of the unique sacrifices that firefighters and
their families selflessly make for the sake
of all; and to honor those sacrifices. The
central focus of the Foundation is assisting
the families of firefighters in their times of
greatest need, in transporting firefighters,
family members and department personnel
to and from medical institutions, both
for care and family support. We also are
dedicated to the comfort and support of
the families of firefighters in their times
of bereavement. Our immediate aim is to
minimize the negative impact of injuries

and fatalities that members of the fire
family endure, by providing vehicles and
transportation assistance, in conjunction
with the Fire Department of the City of New
York. On a broader scale, we are dedicated
to the good of the community in building
awareness of the often-overlooked needs
of the fire department family.
The Foundation is all-volunteer, entirely
non-profit, and depends on donations of
equipment, funds and service to carry out
its mission. The Foundation has, through
donations, acquired a fleet of vehicles that
are commissioned to the Fire Department
and are available around the clock to

provide transportation services throughout
the City of New York and environs. The
Foundation also assists fire families in
funeral details, tributes and memorials, to
preserve the honor of their sacrifices. The
Foundation also joins to support other
organizations and endeavors in the broader
community, in honor of all who serve in the
same spirit.
The fdny fire Family Transport Foundation
Ltd. is here for you when the need arises.
PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO CALL US FOR
ASSISTANCE. THANK YOU!
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Remembrance

Father Mychal Judge
Walk of Remembrance in NYC

Led by NYPD Detective Steven McDonald and FDNY Chaplain Father Chris Keenan

September 8, 2013

Photo credit: Captain Donna Roman Hernandez (ret.)

Father Mychal ’s Prayer

Lord, take me where You want me to go;
Let me meet who You want me to meet;
Tell me what You want me to say;
and keep me out of Your way.

28

NY Firefighters Now | Fall 2013

To Advertise Call: 201.881.5100

CONTACT
Bobby Picioccio
Managing Director
NY Firefighters Now
nyfirefightersnow@gmail.com
973-493-4348
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Remembrance

343 FDNY ~ In Our Hearts Forever
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Prepared by the NY Times and given to the Hall of Flame Museum in Phoenix AZ for permanent display, with permission to distribute upon proper request.
Special Thanks to Hall of Flame Director Dr. Peter Molloy

photos courtesy of co-founder of the Brooklyn Wall Sol Moglen and from Deborah Jackson of the Brooklyn Wall
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tattoos
Contest

We had several submissions
for out tattoo contest we held
with Ink Chyx Tattoo Shop in
Staten Island.
Upon reading the submissions
the winner was unanimous.
Firefighter Brian McManus
from L-153 who wanted to
get a tattoo remembering his
daughter Ava.
The contest was for one
winner from the FD and one
from the PD. But since we
love to spend our advertiser’s
money, we are also giving
a tattoo to Lt. Dave Turner
from E-38 as a retirement
gift. Lt. Turner retired on
September 26th. He will be
getting a tattoo to remember
all the people he worked with
throughout his career.

Sincerely,
Brian McManus

Ava

Hello,
My name is Dave Turner.
I am a lieutenant with the
FDNY. I am retiring at the
end of the month after 26
years. I have a tattoo on my
left calf that I got in 2002
that honors the 15 brothers
I lost in Engine 54, Ladder 4,
Battalion 9.
I am currently assigned to
Engine 38 in the Bronx. It
was a tough decision to
retire, but I would like one
more tattoo to symbolize
the job I cherished so much
for half my life. This tattoo
will be something to still
keep me connected to the
FDNY.
Thank you,
David Turner
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When their tattoos are
complete, we will post pictures
of them in the next issue.

My 10-year-old daughter
Ava was conceived shortly
after the tragedy of 9/11.
She was born with cerebral
palsy. A beautiful child
who came into this world
with an unjust burden. On
March 19th of this year,
she underwent bilateral
hip surgery to correct a
dislocated hip. There was
a problem with the surgery
and after almost 8 weeks
in the PICU at Columbia
hospital, she was sent home
for a week, then back to
the hospital because of
more complications. She
was sent home again, not
remotely close to the same child she was before her surgery.
She died on June 2nd in our home. She would have been 11
years old this past July 22nd. My wife and I and Ava’s two
younger siblings miss her terribly. I don’t have any tattoos,
but I would like my first one to commemorate our loving
and special daughter Ava Grace McManus. I am a 23-year
veteran firefighter in Ladder 153, the “watchdawgs” of Ave.
U in Brooklyn.
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I Will

9/11 Day.org

at FDNY Fire Academy
Randall’s Island NY
September 9, 2013
By Jay Winuk

I

n April 2009, the anniversary of 9/11 became a federally
recognized annual National Day of Service and Remembrance,
so designated by President Barack Obama and the U.S. Congress.
In the years since, the observance, which encourages charitable
service and good deeds in honor of those who perished in the
tragedy and those who rose in service in its aftermath, has grown
into the nation’s largest annual day of charitable engagement,
with more than 30 million people participating each year. The
award-winning “I will” campaign is the national “call to action”
orchestrated by the nonprofit organization MyGoodDeed, which
successfully advocated for this observance and which continues to
be its caretaker and primary driving force on behalf of the 9/11
community and people everywhere. MyGoodDeed encourages and
helps facilitate the participation of individuals, businesses, faithbased organizations, nonprofits, schools, government entities and
others to mark the anniversary by doing good deeds for people and
communities in need as a productive and meaningful way forward.

events in five markets – NYC; Dallas; Washington, DC; Phoenix and
St. Louis, primarily in support of the first responder community,
including landscaping, painting and carpentry work at several fire
training academies. All told, the organization had more than 1,100
volunteers at these events, which benefitted from the generous
donation of paint and supplies and employee labor from sponsor
Benjamin Moore and the participation of employees from several
other sponsoring companies as well, including American Express,
Holland and Knight LLP, Clean Channel, Viacom, the NFL and Target.

Among its many activities, this year MyGoodDeed partnered with
The Mission Continues to stage six high-impact volunteer service

For more information about the 9/11 Day observance or to make a
donation, visit www.911day.org.
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As an example, one of these service events was staged at the FDNY
Fire Academy on Randall’s Island in NYC where all FDNY trainees
receive instruction. On September 9, 2013, as part of the 2013 9/11
Day observance, about 150 volunteers constructed picnic tables,
painted about 12,000 sq/ft of hallways and the facility’s office area,
painted 15 maintenance bay doors, and laid about 1,200 sq/ft of
mulch to help beautify the property.
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of Remembrance
& Tribute Walk

Candlelight Ceremony
September 10, 2013

The Brooklyn Wall of Remembrance
1904 Surf Ave., MCU Park
Coney Island
Brooklyn, NY 11224
Mr. Sol Moglen-Founder

www.thebrooklynwall.org

Spend a day in the company of Heroes

All pics are courtesy of Stephen “Butch” Moran

